
Faro "The Old Town"

Route - 2



Starting point: 
Santo António Street - North
 
Faro's main open air shopping street, is the most 
known and sought street by all of those who visit 
the city. This is a must-see shopping area, a 
meeting point and a place for street 
performances. It is one of the city's busiest areas 

and as such, commonly nicknamed "City Centre". 
Throughout your journey you can see the 
Portuguese cobblestone details. You can also 
smell the aromas coming out of the pastries and 
coffee shops and treat yourself with some regional 
sweets. Here, in these streets, you'll find the city 
centre's main stores.

Santo António Street



Manuel Bivar Garden / Leisure Dock
Walk down this street, towards south, until 
you reach Manuel Bivar Garden ( ) where 
you'll find a 19th century bandstand. This is 
where most events and performances that 
liven up the evenings throughout the year 
are conducted as well as book and crafts 
fairs, the latter on the second Saturday 
monthly.
Next to the garden is the Leisure Dock, a 
passage point for anyone visiting the city 
and one of the most sought sites for family 
outings and tourists of various nationalities. 
Enjoy the sea breeze and take time to relax 
in one of the existing terraces along the 
Leisure Dock.
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Manuel Bivar Garden and Leisure Dock



Maritime Museum

Driving towards Eva Hotel and next to it you'll find 
the Admiral Ramalho Ortigão Maritime 
Museum ( ) (Faro's Port Authority) established in 
1931, where you can visit the current exhibitions.
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Misericordia Church

Return to Manuel Bivar Garden and, on your left, 
you'll find the Misericórdia Church (Church of 
Mercy) ( ), built in 1583 by Bishop Afonso de 
Castelo Branco, which stands out for its Greek 
cross plan and magnificent altarpieces."The 
Visitation", "Royal Flag" and "Visiting the Sick" are 
some of the works that can be visited.
 
Continue straight ahead towards Arco da Vila 
(Town Arch) ( ), inaugurated in 1812.
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Arco da Vila (Town Arch)
 
This monument, by architect Francisco Xavier 
Fabri, is one of the most iconic and a reference for 
anyone visiting the city of Faro, located right next 
to the Tourist Office. The marble statue visible at 
the top of the Arch represents the figure of St. 
Thomas Aquinas. Here you can see also some 
stork nests.
Pass the Arco da Vila and observe the horseshoe 

th
arch on the 11  century Arabic Door on your right. 
This was the Vila-Adentro main maritime entrance 
during the Arab occupation, having the 
particularity of being the country's oldest 
horseshoe arch.
Head towards Faro's Town Hall building ( ), 
where you can see in the white facade a detail of a 
pediment bearing the city's coat of arms.
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Town Arch





Faro's Municipal Museum

 
Turn left and proceed towards D. Afonso III 
Square, where you can find Faro's Municipal 
Museum ( ) the second museum created in 
Algarve that officially open to the public in 1897. 
Here you can learn a little bit of Faro's history 
throughout several different exhibitions. 
This museum is housed in the former convent - 
the Nossa Senhora da Assunção (Our Lady of the 
Assumption) convent and whose construction 
began in 1519. It has one of the first examples of 
the Portuguese proto-Renaissance cloisters and 
was one of five existing convents in the Diocese 
of the Algarve.
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Santa Maria Church / Cathedral

 
Upon leaving the museum, return by the same 
way to the town hall and turn left towards 
Cathedral Square where you can visit Santa 
Maria Church / Cathedral ( ) built in 1251, after 
the Christian reconquest.
This Cathedral was restored after being sacked 
and burned by the English troops of the Earl of 
Essex, in 1596, after 1722 and 1755 
earthquakes. 
From its Bell Tower, you can enjoy a breathtaking 
view over the whole city, accessible only by a long 
staircase, being also possible to visit the Chapel 
of Bones, right next to the existing building. In 
Cathedral Square, the Bishop's Palace ( ) 

th
doesn't go unnoticed; dating from the 16  century 
it represents the Bishop's Episcopal See from 
Silves to Faro.
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Episcopal Palace

This monument has always been an Episcopal 
residence; hence visits are still constrained, 
being advisable to book your visit in advance. 
Here you can find in display paintings by Marcello 
Leopardi and a Baroque style library, with 
particular focus on a rococo core tiles inside. 
Before returning to your walk enjoy this area's 
pleasant environment having a drink in one of the 
existing terraces.

Continue walking alongside the Episcopal 
Seminary's facade ( ) with its Renaissance 
windows and discover the Portas do Mar Quay 
(Sea Doors); a departure point for boats going to 
the islands or for pleasant touring. Here you can 
also enjoy a splendid view over the Ria Formosa.
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São Francisco Church 

Following on your right side you'll find the Ciência 
Viva - Science Centre ( ), opened in 1997 and 
occupying an old fire station. This is a space of 
scientific and technological culture where the 
sun's influence over the earth and living beings is 
the central theme.
In this centre you are able to experience an 
earthquake, stirring in some living creatures from 
the Ria Formosa in the "Apalpário", do some 
stargazing or meet some of the Algarve's 
indigenous plant species. Definitely a space to 
experiment intended for adults and children alike.
Going left alongside Portas do Mar Quay you'll 
find São Francisco Square (Saint Francis) and 
the City Walls ( ).
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Continue straight ahead, perpendicular to the 
existent fountain until you find, on your right hand 
side, the São Francisco Church ( ), 
established in the seventeenth century with gilded 
coated interiors. This church contains a 
significant number of mannequins that are to be 
dressed for both the Cinzas Procession (Ashes) 
and Dores Procession (Pains). 
Upon leaving the church, go straight ahead 
across the Square to find the twelve century Arco 
do Repouso (Arch of Rest) that comprises two 

thBarbican Towers ( ) that up until the 17  
century played an important role in protecting the 
city.
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The name of this entryway, Arco do Repouso 
(Arch of Rest), is associated with Faro's conquest 
by D. Afonso III and the Knights of Santiago. 
Supposedly it was here that they took the city on 

th
the 27  March 1249. 
After this site, continue down the street located 
right from the monument's entrance and you'll find 

th
Belmarço Palace ( ), dating from the early 20  
century. This is one of Faro's most emblematic 
buildings. Initially built as residence of a 
renowned trader it has two tiled panels depicting 
monuments such as Belém Tower and Pena 
Palace.
When leaving the Palace turn right and follow 
Alexandre Herculano street straight ahead across 
Alagoa Garden and later by Brites de Almeida 
Street until you reach Pé da Cruz Square, where 

th
you'll find the 17  century Chapel of Pé da Cruz 
( ).  The Baroque ornamentation predominates; 
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inside the main chapel altarpiece, and the 
Triumphal Arch, as well as twelve oil painted 
panels with scenes from the Old Testament and 

th
some 18  century images.
After visiting the chapel, turn left going around the 
building where you can see a monumental Station 

thof the Cross, built in the third quarter of the 18  
century and located at the chapel's rear.

Arco do Repouso 



Municipal Library Antonio Ramos Rosa 

Continue your visit and take the first street on 
your right, following the Polícia de Segurança 
Pública Street straight ahead until you see the 
entrance of João de Deus Garden.
This Garden is classified as the largest green 
area in the city of Faro hence one of the most 
popular sites for leisure activities. 
At the top of the garden you'll find an interesting 
neo-Arab facade that once belonged to the 
Municipal Slaughterhouse but since 2001 is part 
of the new building of the Municipal Library 
Antonio Ramos Rosa ( ) facade.
Take the opportunity to enjoy its quiet and natural 
beauty or observe some animal species existing 
on site and relax in one of its terraces. 
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Map
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